
Technician Level Licensing Class – April 5-7, 2019 
 
Everybody who indicated they still were looking for a tech class, or have a friend who wants a 
tech class, is being notified the El Malpais Tech VE group trainers have set a new Technician 
Level Class April 5-7, at the NW Area Command Community Room.  It’s address is 10401 
Cibola Loop, NW, right across the street from Cibola HS.   You are on my “Want Tech Class” e-
list.  If you are no longer interested in a Technician class – you may have already gotten your 
license or you changed your mind, let me now and I will take you off this list. 
  
Classes times will be from 1800-2100 on April 5; 0830-1730 on April 6 and 7. Testing will begin 
at 1500 on April 07. We will open the testing to walk-ins, plus the class, but the class will have 
priority. Class attendance is not “mandatory”, but we find those who attend pass at about 99% 
rate. You can and should study on your own. More on that later.  
  
There is no cost for the class, but you will need to have a Technician License Manual.  You can 
order it direct from www.aarl.org for $24.95 plus shipping. As registered instructors, we can get 
them for $24 with no shipping. They also have a spiral bond one for $32.95 plus shipping or 
from me for $28.  I would like be paid by check or cash in advance so I don’t end up with lots of 
books and no buyers. You can mail a check to my home address (James Hunter, 9805 San 
Bernardino NE, Albuquerque,  NM 87122. It usually takes about 7-10 days to get the books. Or 
you can call and stop by my house and pay for the book. 
  
There is also a fee for the FCC exam, which will be administered on Sunday afternoon. The fee is 
$14, payable to “Kennie Warren” by check or in cash.  Kennie is the El Malpais VE Coordinator 
and handles all the paperwork. You will also need a picture ID and one other ID to confirm you 
are the person taking the class – no ringers allowed. J The $14 get you the test and license for 
10 years.  
  
If you are interested, please let us know right away. As soon as we get 7 signed up will we do 
the class.  We can accommodate about 25. The APD Community Room has bathrooms, 
microwave, and water. We will provide coffee both Sat and Sun. You can brown bag a lunch, 
and there are numerous food places all around and in the Cottonwood Mall. You will get a one-
hour lunch break on Sat and Sun.  
  
Please remember the current question pool comes from the Ham Radio License Manual for 
Technician. It is the 4th Edition. The question pool was new as of July 1, 2018. You will need to 
buy a new manual to study from. You may find a manual on e-bay or Amazon, but be sure it is 
the current 4th edition or you will be studying the wrong questions.  You have my email and 
phone contacts. The manual is very useful even after you get your license as a reference to 
rules and regulations. I would also like to provide you the book before class so you can see what 
we will be teaching and you can get ahead of the learning curve. Once I have the order I will 
notify you and we can arrange for you to pick them up.  We need to order books not later than 

http://www.aarl.org/


March 20. I will order and deliver based on when you paid to assure they are here before the 
class.  If there are more than one member of the family you can share a book. 
  
Once you notify me you will attend, I will also send you a study guide, class syllabus, and some 
sites where you can take practice tests.  On the first evening of class we will provide you with 
ARRL Band Plans, a copy of QST Magazine which lists all the manufactures and articles on 
amateur radio; a map of the various repeaters around the state, and a schedule of recurring 
radio nets you may want to check into.  We also provide a map of the local repeaters, and clubs 
in the local area you may want to join. The class will cover every question on the test, with 
some background to help you pass the exam and operate your radio. 
  
Please let me know if you planning to attend, or if you cannot this time but want to stay on the 
list. We probably offer the Tech Class after summer vacations are over.  We might be able to 
schedule a General Level class later in the summer. We are advertising one now for the end of 
April and first part of May. You must have your Tech before you can test for General. 
  
Don’t hesitate to call or email me of you have questions. We are averaging in the high 99% on 
passing the test. We believe the interaction between the instructors and students lets folks 
understand what they are aiming for – the beginning license. We will cover every question in 
the pool, and questions are expected. 
  
Thanks, and hoping you will be making this class and have your license at least pending in the 
database and your call sign will be available 7-10 days after the test. 
  
  
Jim Hunter 
NM5JH 
505.897.2939 
505.259.3551 (C) 
 


